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Ps AT. M exxii. v. 6. 


- PRAY ron THE PE ACE or JERUSALEM THEY SHALL Proven : 


THAT LOVE THEE. 


5 HIS psalm v was written by David 107 the'w use e of 3 „ 
lsraelites when they went up to Jerusalem to celebrate 
their sacred feasts, and to have communion with God, 
and with their brethren. Jerusalem was in David's : 
time the centre of the worship and government of 
Israel, and served as the bond of union among their ; 
- tribes. : 8 Jerusalem, says he, 95 is built a8 a city that 
8 at unity in itself. 15 As long as it remained firm and 4 
So united, as the scat of their government : and priesthood, 1 
the Israelites were safe and prosperous. But intes- 5 
tine dissentions and the sins of the people weakened, 
: and at length. ruined the city, church and. nation. 


The good king well knew from a variety f expe- _ 


rience, that vain 1s the help ot. man; that „the 


4 race | 


T7 


race is not necessaril) to the swift, nor the battle to 
8 the strong; 15 that all endeavours for the publick Ser- 
vice (however commendable in themselves, or hoõw- 
ever prudently concerted) muſt yet prove insufficient, 
unless seconded by Divine influence ; and, therefore, 
he most wisely, as well as piously, directs his coun- 5 
trymen, to apply to Heaven for a blessing on their 
| undertakings ; 3.10. pray to that God who, in the . 
| language of the prophet, 1s "00 great in counsel, and 
e mighty i in work.” He thus exhorts the Israelitish 1 
church in the words of. my text, to pray for its peace 
and welfare. And Heaven has decreed, that they 


” who contribute their labours as well as their prayers, . 


to promote 80 good and 80 glorious an end, shall enjoy 
its protection, and its blessing shall be on the work w . 


5; their hands, * 6 * they shall Proper t that love thee,” 2 


5 "Bichop Home observes, that „ What the Mrs . 
* church and government were in the days of David, . 


1 8 the (6 hristian church and kingdom. eſtablished among 


. 4 us now are, and demand in like manner the pray ers : 


TT © and exertions of all Christian people | for their peace . 


and safety i in a troublesome and contentious world.“ 


I shall accordingly shew i in the first place, that it is 


3 our duty to pray. for and labour to maintain the Peace: 


inde- _ 


* Horne on the Psalms, Vol. 2. page 41 1 


1. 


independence, and prosperity of this our Jerusalem. 5 
And adly, I shall consider the other declaration of my 
text, they shall prosper 1 that love thee :* and from 
. thence I $hall endeavour to shew in what manner Ne 
can at this time best manifest our love to our country bu 
in 1 order. to Secure its rs and dee 


Firſt, 1 shall chew, that it is our duty to pray for, 8 


. and labour to maintain the peace, prosperity, and in- 


- dependence of this our Jerusalem. And here * trust 5 
We you will receive with greater attention what 1 have 10 


1 say on this subject, as it has been my constant endea- 35 
vour in all my discourses to avoid the discussion of -- 


ed: political matters: but to shew that our best security 
n ASA. nation against every evil, is a devout obedience 


to the ways of God, cannot upon this occasion be 


| unseasonable: more especially at 4 time when our 


sister kingdom is the scene of the most Shocking 


misery and bloodshed, we cannot be too strongly 1 


exhorted to pray for the Fe and welfare of our 
Jerusalem. „„ 


Intercess ion for our country, and the several mem: 
bers of it, is powerfully urged upon us by the example 5 
of Christ, the great Intercessor for us all, as well as 


by the exhortation of my text: nor can any one pas- 
: Sage perhaps, of $0 small a compass, be more strongly 


; expressive 


8 \ 


expressive "of the _ of the royal David for his | 
people, or discover more evidently the sincerity of his 


professions, than that which I have justr read, pray 5 
for the peace of Jerusalem.“ The words 1 are few 


indeed, but full; and the instruction they convey, 
most pertinent and useful. 5 


The peace and welfare of our kingdom demand 
; rd remembrance i in our prayers, | *tho? not to 
the exclusion of other nations, for our intercessions 


cannot be too general and extensive. | As I truſt you 8 
. perceive the propriety and importance of this duty, 


let me exhort you never to suffer a morning or an = 
5 evening to pass, without offering up your prayers to 5 
God both for yourselves and country, in the name and: 


through the merits of our gracious Interceſſor Jesus th 


Christ. We learn also from the example of my text, 5 5 


chat it is not sufficient barely to offer up our prayers 5 
; to Almighty God for the welfare of our country, it is - 
no less our duty to use all the means in our power, 5 
5 consistently 0 ith justice, to secure its peace and hap- 


piness. David was not only warm in prayers * 


good wishes for his country, but actively zealous in 
85 promoting its interests, and particularly vigorous in 


opposing its enemies. He ever appeared to have the . 


real good of the Jewish church and nation most sinn- 


; cerely at heart; and animated by this noble principle, x 


he: 


Toys 


Da ht pursued every n measure in his power for their ho 


nour and advantage. And as he set so shining 8 
example himself, 50 he recommended the important 1 
duty to others, and enforced its obligations by argu- = 


ments the most convincing. The discharging the 


duty we owe to our country, is answering one of . 


most essential ends for which God has placed us in | 


95 the station we hold! in society. "Be; Paul | in his epistle 15 


to the Philippians bids uw not to look every man 7 


on his own (things, but every man also on the things | 
« of others.” This precept extends to every relation, 
and Sache us to be publick-spirited, and ready to 


1 5 give up our own ease, convenience, or advantage for 8 


: the general good. Our church and kingdom have a : 


natural right to our pray ers and assistance to promote . 


their peace and prosperity both spiritual and temporal, : 


It i is a debt we owe to those who form our church, and | 
constitute our kingdom. It is a debt we owe to him 


1 who built us up a church, and established us a king- DD 


dom. It is a debt due from us both to heaven and : oy 
carth. Surely then it ought to be the care of every e 
5 one of us, that our country may be better, or at est 
may not be worse, for our having been born in it. Z 
He, therefore, who best fills the Station which Pro- - 
Vviͤdence has assigned him, and in times of alarm and 


- 0 danger labours most to advance the religious and civil ne 


8 Nt peace : 
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peace of his country, best answers the ends of his 


| being; is the most useful to man, and does the 


greatest honour to God. Especially at a time, when 
not only the nations of Europe (as has often been the 


case) are armed against each other, and wars and 15 


fightings are heard amongst them; but when the 


most unjuſtifiable attempts are made by one overbear- 


ing state to sub vert the peace, happiness, and good 
order of every other, it is doubtless the duty and i In- 
terest ofe every good subject to unite in frustrating their f 


5 attempts. When under the specious pretence of strip- ” 
ping off the trappings of superstition, We have zen - _ 
- he Standard of atheism publickly and avowedly raised; 
and every promise of 1 recompence to the righteous, or 
, of pardon to the sinner in another life, disappointed 


or denied; under circumstances like these, it is * 


comfortable reflection, which the present spectacle ; 


_ affords, that many in this country at least, are ready N 
to defend the cause of civil and religious order; who 


| will not renounce the hope of the gospel, for the 


doctrines of infidelity ; nor forego. the blessings o— 
rational freedom, for the delusive promises of ideal | 


4 e 


The first ober of the enemy hams it i is our doi 
andi interest to resist, is by every artifice i in their 0 0. — 


( 1+) 8 


to destroy the ties and obligations . our most holy 5 


faith. They well knew that the gospel, and above 


all the example of Christ, inculcates on all men peace, | 


- order and submission to the government under which 1 


15 they live; and, in a word, all those virtues which 5 
render men useful and valuable members of the com- 
munity. They were no less aware, that they repress = 


Ml those vicious inclinations which endanger the tran= 
1 quillity of society: and that until men had been 


brought to abjure their belief i in a day of account, 1 


they could hardly approve, and much less commit =, 


those barbarities which have shocked and astonished 
the Chriſtian world. Nor i is it now less their ohjert - z 


to overturn religion x; 9 0 plunder property; 3 


e confound all ranks ; 3 to abolish our laws; to Ca | 
3 « vert our constitution; first to desolate, and then 


: 7h subjugate our country as a province dependent __— 


; 208 their own nation. These are the e for En 


t which our enemies would invade us,“ as we learn 


from their conduct to those nations which they 8 
already subdued: *<* these are the purposes for which 8 

they would bring into the bosom of our country all 

ble horrors of a civil war. The ruinous degrada- 55 


3 tion of Britain i is now the object they 1 most earnestly 3 
1 85 « desire to accomplish. if then, , they persist in their 


* Dr. Huntineford's Sermon, 


_ attempts Dis 


Ts 5 


5 attempts to effect our dovtruttion, 5 we can have oo 
bother choice than either with cowardly and wicked 


= submission to surrender“- our all, our religion, 5 


5 liberty and possessions, or to stand forward i in defence : 
Of them. And this is equally the duty of all descrip- 


5 tions of persons, of the poor as well as the rich; for 


the dreadful consequences of their barbarity and op- 
pression would be no less severely felt by the one, 


than 00 the other. ee order: of 1 men from the os 


5 tant 88 not only FE the 6 crimes, ut als from 


the deluſive promises held out by these boasted 
| friends of human nature to the credulous and unwary. 5 


There i is no one, 1 trust, in this congregation, misled 
on the notion, that i in case of an invasion or insurrec- 
tion, he would have a chance of enriching himself by 


extortion or plunder: all such would, when it was 


co late, discover their mistake; and instead of being ; 


enriched, they would probably be deprived of what _ 


they b before is enjoyed, and lose the means of employ- | 
ment. „„ 


Z Sball we ; then. tamely currender « our r worship. our 
liberties and laws, and every thing which 4s moet 
dear to us, in defence and support of which our fore- 

3 fathers 80 > nobly exerted themselves 5 Let our feelings 8 

N 


11 5 


” as men, and as Englichmen, forbid it. a a proper 7 


| ambition for our country's peace and welfare Excite us -- -. 
to action. Let us with one heart and one mind 


4 pray for the peace of Jerusalem,“ and study how . 


: 4 may transmit down to our children the privileges ve e 


” received from our ancestors. We are the happier "Re 


is to be hoped for the pray ers and exertions of those 


5 who are gone before us; let others say the same when 
they follow after us. Let not those who succeed us 5 


have occasion to blush for us, and say, that by our 
8 tameness or neglect we injured or deprived them of 
| rights or advantages they would otherwise have . 
8 enjoyed. Above all, let us ev er remember, that we | 


have received the gospel and its blessings from rr ” 
5 fathers 84 let it then at least be said of us, chat we have . 


reel | it with equal zeal and fidelity to our pos- 


Haring shewn how much it is our r duty, n more 


expecially at this alarming crisis, to pray for, and 


labour to maintain the peace of our Jerusalem; 1 


proceed in the second place to consider the other 


declaration of my text, . they shall prosper that 


joe thee :? ; and: $hall endeavour to point out in 


What manner we can best manifest our love to our 
country in order to Secure its peace and prosperity. 


3 


F> 14 5 

- The love of s our country is Aa principle, found RY 

; most universally prevalent amongst mankind. N 
tives of the most inhospitable climates, and subjects g 

of the very worst governments, and most corrupt reli- 


gions, are yet generally prejudiced, more or less, 


in favour of their parent country. But if this spirit | 


= oF patriotism, is found even among the ignorant 


and uninformed; no wonder it discovered itself 80 
conspicuously in David.” and that he should 80 
*tronghy enforce it on the Israelites i in my text. 


B we n from the words ebene us, - that nr © 
55 duty and interest are inseparably connected; and that 


obedience to this, as to all the other commands of 
; holy writ, carries its o n reward along with it. 


Thus, King David, on the performance of the duty = 


enjoined, proposes «aq recompence of reward ; 125 and = | 
in order more effectually | to encourage a spirit of zeal 24D 
and attachment for the publick welfare, he assures 


his people that the lovers of Jerusalem Shall Prosper „ 
the true patriot, Who is animated with the sincere 
love of his country, and in consequence endeavours 


by all justifiable expedients, to promote the real inte- 


rests of it, shall share its happiness. Nay more; 5 


lor even if all attempts to sa ve a sinking land, and to 
repel a too powerful enemy, should fail; yet the pa- 
triot must and will be happy in the consciousness of 


15 15 F 


the noble and generous part he bas acted. And as 7 


he will be acquitted by his own conscience, so will! 
he be applauded by all good men, and approved by . 
God. Thus, whatever may be the final event, all 


who truly love their country, and according to the 
8 Psalmist' 8 exhortation pray for, and strive to secure, 
its peace and welfare, shall most assuredly oO: 


"I then a concern "For the publick good is a com- 
| mon duty, and incumbent on all in general; under . 


what great, What infinite obligations are we, the 


5 subjects of this island, to consult the peace and pros- 5 


perity of this our Jerusalem? How: much does it 


become us, especially: at this awful period, to make 


TE use of every means in our power for its support and 1 5 


defence 7 And how just and laudable is that indigna- 8 


tion which we feel within us, when we reflect on 0 


the base attempts of foreign or domestick enemies, 


who strive to seduce the ignorant and unwary to join 


5 in their wicked e to $ubyert « our religion and LG 


government. 


Government 2nd religion : are of 1 others che be 
, greatest blessings known among mankind. The in⸗ 55 
| tention « of the former i is to make us happy here, as 


5 that of the latter i is to render us 80 hereafter. That 


therefore is the best Sovernment, and that the best 
reli- 


3 16 95 


religion, where these very alu ends are most 


5 effectually answered. No. whether our constitution e 


In church and state, is not calculated to subserve 


5 thebe most important purposes, let unbiassed judg- 


ment and strict impartiality determine. | That rr 
. system of government 18 absolutely perfect, * would 55 


be preposterous to assert. Perfection i is not the lot of 


man's fallen state. That a more excellent oystemn- 
may b be conceived, I do not positively deny; 5 though . 
- very much doubt it. As a theory our constitution e 


= has long been admired, and i is allowed to be excellent, . 

even by those Who would overturn . in order to in- 

troduce other theories of their own in its room. 
But however beautiful and perfect « oystem of go⸗ 
. vernment may appear in theory, it 18 always found 
15 extremely difficult to reduce it perfectly to practice, 


It may therefore be confidently asserted, that $0 many 5 


| and 50 valuable are the advantages of our constitu- 
tion, as to render it highly probable that any material | 


alterations would be much more likely to injure, a 
(0 f improve it. 


Nor could any form of government 


: possibly be e in which the whole kingdom 5 
could be brought to agree. Why then should ve. 
1 hazard the consequences of a change, . which it is 
barely possible might be productive of Some benefit ? 
but which, as we learn from experience, is much 8 
more likely to create discord, occasion bloodshed, Hh 
5 and 


: 1 17 T: 


and proceed. to lengths which, [rrust, were e never 


8 intended. 


At the head of our government reigns [2 pious and 


virtuous king, equally amiable and exemplary i 


= publick and i in private life. His virtues have Ds 1 


to him the hearts of his subjects; and, under God, 5 
5 have hitherto preserved! him from the base and wicked Ls 
designs of his enemies. May the Almighty King of OE 
Kings of His unspeakable mercy contirrue to guard 
him as He has hitherto done against secret conspiracy 
„ and: open violence! May He assist him in all his 


counsels for the preservation of his kingdoms, and 


crown them with His blessing! And may He unite 
5 the hearts of his subjects, as the heart of one man, 


SO > that he may be the ruler 515 a wing r * 


But if ach. are the vlessings we e enjoy as « Englich- : 


ER men, and subjects of a free government, how much 


5 more valuable are those which we share as Christians ” 
and Protestants. Since as much as the concerns = 


| the soul, are preferable to those of the body; „ and as . 


7 much as the interests of eternity, are of more im- 


portance than those of time; so much is religion 
i N to every other: consideration here below. 


Where the e holy scriptures, the lively onacles of 


tf V»wꝛ!F 


4 
Z 604, are e made the standards of iigion 3 ; where only = 
such articles are exhibited, as are warranted by them; 


where the great doctrines of Christianity are taught 


pure and unadulterated; where only the reasonable ; 


Gs service of God is enforced, free from the corrupt 7 


. traditions of artful and designing men; where no un- 


warrantable power 18 claimed over the conscience; no 
infallible guide set up, but each man is left 8 stand 


e fall to his own master; in such a communion, | 


as the means of grace are 5 secured, 80 by EE 


- devout attendance « on them, the ey of glory will be = 
e realised. . | 


11 ks are the religious advantages which we, ' the ! 


. inhabitants of this 3 887 ; 1 oy the lot 5 


. 1 an 1 7 e thavkful chould + we "bs 


: to heaven for such inextimuble blessings ! 15 how zeal- 5 


ous in the improvement « of them! how strenuous in . 


their defence! How active and vigorous should we 


Aiscover ourselves, in opposing every attempt, which „ 
05 would deprive us of the uninterrupted exercise of « =_ 


5 religious worship! With what ardour ; should e 
unite in repelling that ambitious enemy, who : aims 
"at the subversion of every thing most dear to us, as = 


: men, and as Christians. Sensible of our happiness : 
- these most important articles, and properly jealous 


of 


C 9 T 


5 41 it, let each of us act! in our el stations, in 4 ” 
steady opposition to the evils which assail us, and . 


©: stand fast in that liberty, wherewith Christ,” and 
; the constitution of our country, 0 have made us free.” 


What a are the precise measures, more particularly to 
be concerted | at this time, in order to frustrate the 


Tas of our enemies, it is not my province to point 1 
out. But it must be evident to all, that a natural e 
e means (under God) of maintaining our re- 


e ligious and civil liberties, is to unite in defence CV 


_ them. 7 Though we are principally to look 1 up to God - 


„ defender, still human endeavours are not to be 5 
5 | neglected. „„ 15 5 


The holy scriptures every Gd"; instruct | us, that 


in seasons of alarm and danger, when the destruction 


"of every thing that i is most dear is threatened by an : 


5 implacable foe, it is our duty to associate for the pro- W 
tection of our civil and religious blessings. We 
es learn from them that such a conduct is by no means 


inconsistent with the duties of religion: we hs 
” many examples, especially the author of my text, 


5 of men valiant for the most high God, who v were no: -- 5 


| less $0 for the rights of their country. 


Had Such a conduct been criminal or unwarrant- 


able, 5 


To 


ie John the Hiper (Who nated not the persons 
of men) instead of exhorting the soldiers t o do no 
85 violence, to accuse no one falsely, and to be con- 
tent with their wages, : would have commanded 
; them to lay down their arms, renounce their profes- , 
sion, and disband themselves. Nor would our blessed . 
Saviour have countenanced, much less have com- 
1 5 mended the | pious Centurion mentioned i in the Gospel, 1 
e way of life had at all been repugnant to true 
7 religion and virtue. We read in the Acts of the 
| Apoxstles that « there was a certain man in 0 e 
(called Cornelius, A centurion of the band called e 
5 the Italian band; chat he was 2. devout 1 man, ne 
« that feared God with all his house, which gave | 
„ much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
« alway. | Wherefore they are under a great mistake, Fol 
—— who i imagine that the conduct you | have adopted i in the 1 
. present situation of affairs i is in the least i improper | or 
unlawful; or inconsistent with a godly life and sober fe 
conversation. Associatingi in defence of! your country, 5 
iin the manner and upon the conditions you have done, 5 
need not at all unfit you for your Social and domestick GG, 
duties, nor interrupt your devotion to God. You ey, 
85 need not necessarily become vicious, because you have 
in some measure assumed a military character; nor 
forsake Christ 8 banner, and forget you are His sol- 
diers, because you take up arms in defence of an. 
| . : „ r 
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earthly sovereign. Notuithstanding too many per- ; 
sons of the military and every other profession, are 
5 exceedingly vicious and notoriously profane, yet (to _ 


the praise of God be it spoken) there are doubtless 5 


many pious centurions amongst them, and devout 

bdoldiers of Jesus Christ. And there is great reason 
te believe that those persons who are ungodly and 5 
corrupt in one situation of life, would be generally s so 


in any other. 


There i is yet another duty which scripture and rea- - 


SED son concur in recommending: the virtue I allude wo 


is that Christian Spirit of brotherly love, which ter- 
5 1 minates in unanimity and concord. This i is a di lispo- | 


Sition always necessary to the success of every en 


Ges mon cause; since (as Saint James tells us) 66 where 


os envying : and strife is, there i is confusion and every 7 
10 evil work; where factions prevail, ruin must en- 


> sue: 8 and What our blessed Lord observes to be the „„ al 
15 case of a kingdom, that 6 when divided against itself 55 
v* it cannot stand, ns is equally true of every other un 


1 dertaking. It becomes us to unite as Englishmen and: 2 


Christians; as the friends of rational liberty and true 


5 religion; and as avowed enemies to despotism © and in- 2 


fidelity. We have now to contend with a common 


2 enemy, that hath evil will to this our Sion,” and 


therefore all frifling differences should be forgotten ; 28 


and 


* 22) 
and every private selfish view be gaudy tent; ts. 


1 the disinterested service of each other, : and che pub- 95 
| lick. 5 . 


| . „ without the Divine assistance alla our recited. | 
andenvours (however wisely concerted and vigorously 


executed) must fail. How much then i is it our duty 
now that the hand of the Lord i is lifted 1 up, to pray 


« for the peace of our Jerusalem.” An inspired 


Apostle informs „ that the fervent prayer of a - 
— on righteous man availeth much. — 5 And a still greater 
authority has assured us, ” that « even Sodom itself, 


amidst all its pollutions, would have stood unde- 
= stroyed, had only ten of that character been found i . 


. that city. It therefore we have a real regard for the Cn 
interests of our country, and the exertions we are now 
- making are $0 necessary; ; if we truly value our laws, 


our liberties, and our religion, and would willingly ” 
55 transmit these invaluable. blessings to our latest pos- 


terity; ; let us be prevailed on to reform our lives and 


5 conversations. That the Lord has long had a contro- | | 
versy with us of this kingdom, is too evident to be 


denied. And never was there a time which incul- 
3 more forcibly the necessity of engaging. the Te 


Mighty « arm in our defence than the prezent..” © 


1. we wish God to beo our defender we must 40 search 
« 5 the bs 


Ts). 


Eh the camp,” 7400 with the utmost sincerity* FE put away a 


es "6 the accursed thing,” every one the sin of his own _ 

1 Then, and then only, we have reason to hope 
He will take part with us, as He did with Joshua 

55 against all his enemies. 8 for the 60 accursed thing.“ 1 
or the crying sins of these kingdoms, 1 verily believe : 


5 they are the neglect of private and publick worship, 


and the profanation of God's holy name; for the 1 
punishment of which, so justly merited, we have 
reason to be sorely afraid : 44 for the nation an 5 


1 kingdom that will not serve che Lord, shall eh 
2 8 1 those nations Shall be utterly wasted. 725 e 


= ölen x we resolve to call upon God i in prayer, "and : 
| habitually serve Him, it is vain and impi 1 40 


expect His assistance; 1* for if a man, says David, 8 


5 $6. regard iniquity in his heart, the Lind will not hear TR 


6c © his prayer; but when his ways please the 


I ord, 


Bb He maketh. even his enemies to be at peace with 1 


| 2 him.“ That He may be 50 graciously inclined 5 


ae us, let us from henceforth not only FE abhor : 


60 that which i 1s evil,” Mo. but also 40 « cleave to that which | 
46 18 good: and after using every means which huma an 


. prudence and policy can suggest, let us commit our 


cause to heaven; and no longer trust merely to an 
—arm-of flesh, or a bow of steel,” but put our trust 

in God, « the giver of all victory,” Lett us address 5 
3 = . 


Tn 


| the majesty of heaven, for His counsel and ie. 
tion, His succour and defence: for if ** the Lord of 


200; Hosts is with us, and the God of Jacob i is our re- 


ears fuge; whom shall we fear, of whom shall we be 
. afraid 15 5 Under such glorious advantages, dispro- 
portion in point of numbers will avail nothing; 


8 through God we shall do valiantly, for | it Is Tins re 


40 that shall tread down our enemies. 5 


1 As the result of the whole, among our other ans >. 
| deavours for the service of our country, let us not 
ES forget the pious exhortation of my text, nor cease to . 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem.“ 35 Let us devoutly i 
| offer up our prayers for the continuance and prosperity „ 
- of our Church and Nation: that « peace may be 5 
e within our walls, : and plentecusness within our 3 
6s «« palaces 39-66 that there may be no leading into 1 . 
744 tivity, a and no complaining in our streets. But 
that our King may be continued to us in mercy; and 
; ge we may bea free, happy and virtuous people, 


22 


55 long as the sun and moon endureth; ie that 15 


: near after this life we may be partakers of ever- 


5 lasting e and d glory, Heovgh Wan Christe our 


L Lord. 


FINIS. 
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